Parish Council Meeting Minutes
Date: March 9, 2026
Fr. Cyrus opened the meeting with prayer.
Present: Steve Baumann, Michele Harding, John LoRusso, Deacon Walter, Deacon Jim, Juany Fumai, Steve Bartush, Lucy Villavicencio, Cathy Romano, Tom Devine Absent: Tom Bonaventura, Matt Fair, Gracemary Avitabile, Mori Hahn, Bill Macnamara
Diocesan Initiative: The One -Juany and Dominick Fumai are serving as chairs for this year’s Bishop’s Appeal. They spoke at all Masses encouraging parishioners to participate. An in-pew appeal will take place the weekend of March 21–22.
Social Media - Dillon Harding has been hired to upgrade and manage the parish Facebook page, Instagram, and website. He will also create QR codes to make it easier for parishioners to stay connected.
Outreach Ministries- Youth Ministry sent 100 filled backpacks to Blessed Sacrament Parish for those in need. 
They visited residents at Notre Dame Nursing Home in Norwalk, bringing cheer and song. They participate monthly in Connecticut Foodshare in Norwalk, helping distribute food. They also serve at Malta House, assisting with children to support mothers. 
Calendar Updates - March 21: Confirmation will be held at St. Aloysius Church in New Canaan due to ongoing renovations limiting seating at Assumption. March 28: Grade 2 students will celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
Old Business - The Christmas Party for individuals with special needs was very successful. Plans are underway to hold the event again two weeks before Christmas in 2026.
New Business – Renovation Update - Interior painting is expected to be completed by Easter. A new sound system will be installed by Westfair Sound Company, including additional microphones (2 wireless, 2 handheld) and new speakers, including outdoor speakers. Lighting will be upgraded, and additional lighting will be installed. Confessionals will be renovated and soundproofed. 
John LoRusso will contact News 12 to provide publicity upon completion of the project.
150th Anniversary Gala - The Gala will be held on October 3, at Longshore in Westport. Mass will be celebrated at 5:00 PM. Priests who previously served at Assumption will be invited. Vestments for the Mass have been donated by the Filipino community. Steve Baumann and Tom Devine will prepare a commemorative booklet. Deacon Walter and Cathy Romano will prepare the Mass program. Michelle Hankey is in charge of arrangements for the gala at Longshore.
Additional Updates - Bible Camp will be offered again in August following last year’s successful launch. Fr. Cyrus has invited parishioners to participate in a walking pilgrimage in Spain, El Camino de Santiago (The Way of St. James), October 12–22, 2026. 
Deacon Jim closed the meeting with prayer
Next Meeting - Monday, June 8 at 7:00 PM
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Cathy Romano
